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Sustainable Dawlish Actions 2024- 2025  

We partnered with Fair Trade Friends and Dawlish against plastic to produce a Dawlish Shopping 

Bag with logos, which has been sold at cost price of £3 each bag. 

 Sustainable Dawlish has 3 bags still available. They are also available to buy from Poppadums, and 

Dawlish Against Plastic. 

 

Following on from our Wild About Devon Grant in 2023, we spent time on our Improving the Biodiversity of Dawlish 

project by working together with A.C.T. Wildlife wardens, Dave Hutton and Scott Williams   and other volunteers 

from Dawlish Garden Society and W.A.D.E. This involved us in removing turf and planting wildflower seed at these 

sites: Oak Hill Footpath, Sandy Lane (1 site), the Mound between Dawlish Hospital and the Children’s Play Park in the 

Manor Gardens (2 sites) and Lea Mount (2 sites).Each site has seen considerable wildflower germination in the year 

of planting and a subsequent increase in flying insects including pollinators visiting the sites. In the year following at 

Oak Hill Footpath grasses, thistles and dock have regained a foothold. At the Sandy Lane site there has been some 

re-growth however wild flower species such as cornflower have tended to be crowded out, by the surrounding 

grasses. Site monitoring images taken between May and July 2025 

 

                               Oak Hill Verge                                        The Manor Gardens’ Mound planting 2025 

 

                                               Lea Mount 2025                                                              Sandy Lane 2025 Year 2 



Thanks go to Teignbridge Green Spaces for the seed and also for the signs to enable residents to know these sites are 

looked after wildlife areas. Sustainable Dawlish supplied the posts. 

The site in St. Gregory’s Churchyard (not part of Sustainable Dawlish’s project) is in its third year of planting and 

being tended. It has thrived as a result. It is clear that there must be continued action at each site to make sure that 

grasses at each site do not take up growing space. 

At the Turn the Tide Festival in 2025, we focused on the deterioration in the numbers of flying insects and 

invertebrates due to loss of habitat, continued use of pesticides, and the effects of climate change, affecting  

mammals higher up the food chain, causing numbers to drop drastically and many species added to the red list of 

endangered species. We ran a hedgehog puppet making activity to highlight the drop in their numbers.  

In addition, Sustainable Dawlish has held and released grants to the residents of Coryton Close taking biodiversity 

improvement action. 

Sustainable Dawlish joined Community Action Groups, Devon (CAG) in 2024. Membership will enable us to 

skillshare, learn from and network with other active Community Groups across Devon and publicise our events more 

widely. 

Sustainable Dawlish has not had anyone to take on an active Secretary role this year and it has fallen to the 

Chairperson to pick this up and ensure that the agendas and minutes of core group meetings are prepared and 

distributed to our membership. Our previous Secretary, Sue Brader, has kindly continued to update the website for 

us but we do require a web master going forwards. Peter Bunyan has kindly offered to help with this. 

Dawlish Walking Festival: Sustainable Dawlish’s Sue Brader in partnership with Angie Weatherhead (in her role at 

Dawlish Town Council) had been organising the Walking Festival for a number of years and in 2024 they decided to 

have a year out, as the organisers needed a break. It has been increasingly difficult to find a main funder from local 

businesses due to the economic climate. Most of the funding is spent on the promotion and information leaflet, and 

the Walking Festival relies on the good will of volunteers to lead the walks. 

 There were less walkers per walk in 2023 than previously within the full week’s programme of special interest walks. 

The organisers felt that when the Walking Festival is reinstated it should take a different format – for example over a 

long weekend and at a time of year when extremes of weather are less likely. A consultation took place among 

Sustainable Dawlish members to find out the preferred duration, and the sort of Walking Festival people would like 

to take part in, meeting needs and interests. Sadly, we received no  feedback and we have had to conclude that the 

previous levels of interest no longer exist in 2025. 

Sue Brader has prepared a clear guidance pack to enable future organisation of the Festival and if there are 

members who have missed the Festival, would like it to be reinstated and could help to organise it in 2026 then 

please come forward as soon as possible and support will be given. 

Active members: We have been concerned for some time that the actions we take to encourage the residents and 

visitors to Dawlish to make changes to lifestyles and ensure a sustainable future for us all in the face of the Climate 

Change falls to a small group of core members, who attend our monthly meetings. We have currently have 40 

members and a further group of 41 people who have asked to be kept informed of our actions. We would like to 

have much more active involvement from members in helping to organise and take part in events so that we can 

achieve more without all the effort falling on just a few people. 

In order to give us some inspiration and impetus to move forward Carolyn Ballard and David Bailey undertook 

Transition Group Thrive Online training. As part of this we consulted members of the public at The Strand Centre to 

find out the issues that were most concerning them. Aside from worries about how to meet financial commitments, 

we ascertained that there was much concern about the state of the water for sea bathing, and pollution of local 

rivers too, affecting nature. As a result, we started a Clean Sea to Swim and a Clean River to Fish campaign. We 

invited a local Fisherman to talk to us about his experience of levels of pollution. We carried out research into the 

level of SWW sewage spills and their causes and we made a visit to the Environment Agency at Starcross, finding that 

testing of the quality of bathing water can only take place in the Summer season, and during the rest of the year 

when there are more storms affecting the system- the EA are not funded to carry out any monitoring at all.  Our 



Stand at the Turn the Tide Festival in 2024 communicated the issues to the public. In 2024 as part of the Our Green 

Futures Partnership we were able to fund the Friends of the River Teign ( FORT) with funding to enable them to carry 

out water quality monitoring testing, and also the volunteers of Waterways around the Dawlish Environment for 

training and water testing kits to carry out testing of the water in the Brook. Neither Group can produce real time 

results as the samples have to be sent off to be analysed, however, the results can be used to build a set of statistics 

over time, when testing would not normally take place, to communicate and raise awareness of sewage spills and 

river pollution from road and agricultural run-off and for future lobbying action to make a difference. 

 

 

Our Green Futures: In 2024, we took on a big year long Community project in partnership with Turn the Tide CIC- 

another Transition registered group based in Dawlish. This involved us in hosting 10 envisioning events held in 

different geographical Dawlish locations, and for selected groups to target young people and harder to reach groups 

within our Community. People were asked to consider a positive green future that they would like to have and the 

issues that might stop them reaching their goal. We had applied for and received £9 700 in grant funding from the 

Transition Together partnership fund (National Lottery sourced). This enabled us to employ administration and 

expert facilitator support and also to provide up to £500 funding for 13 existing or new Community groups to help 

them to reach their green future. We provided funding to 

A.I.M.S. to extend their core activities in a green way, working with children with additional needs and their families, 

BAPS to train and support breast feeding facilitators, and offer baby sling advice; 

Brownsbrook Green Allotment Association to run a growing scheme with Social Prescription participants;  

Climate Fresk, Teignbridge to run Climate Café events and training 

Dawlish Against Plastic to encourage a reuse takeaway drink scheme; 

Dawlish Action for Youth to fund a sustainable vegan healthy cooking and eating project and a can crusher to 

encourage recycling; 

Dawlish Water Community Orchard, aiming to provide a Community space with a green roof; 

1st Dawlish Scout Group to promote cooking from scratch and reducing waste, also to highlight decrease in nature 

and build bird and bat boxes, bug hotels and wild flower seed to improve conditions for wildlife 

Issy’s Club to run creative sewing workshops using recycled materials; 

Kenton Nature and Green Spaces group to enhance and improve a wild green spaces, especially Harmony Meadow, 

alongside updating seating areas so that nature can have a positive effect on people’s well being. 

Westcliff Primary Academy P.T.A.  to support the development of their Forest School and buy equipment to enable 

their children and holiday club participants to appreciate living things. 

FORT and WADE: to enable training and water quality testing of local rivers. 

 



 

Our Green Futures meant such a time commitment that we missed holding an A.G.M. in 2024! 

We sought to increase awareness of the Climate and Nature Bill by holding an awareness raising Stand on the 

Strand. 

Our Sustainable Dawlish (Transition) group also signed the Fossil Fuel non proliferation treaty seeking to encourage 

use of green energy across the World. 

In order to encourage use of locally sourced food we continued to support the Dawlish Local Produce Market held 

at The Strand Centre- we were aware that its footfall needed to be increased and so we started to apply for grant 

funding and commission artwork to create two advertising banners. Unfortunately the lack of footfall meant that 

traders had been dropping off and it became increasingly difficult for The Strand Centre to host it any longer. The 

Hope Centre in N.E. Dawlish near Sainsbury’s has been approached by David Bailey to have a trial run at holding a 

local produce market. In order to make this a success, he is searching for local producers who will be able to attend 

and finding the best day and time to hold the monthly market.  

 

To encourage reuse we have continued to organise Clothes Swaps. We held an Autumn/ Winter Swap in October 

2024 and a Spring /Summer Clothes Swap in April 2025, both within the Methodist Church Hall, as this provides a 

private area where we can set up clothing rails and changing rooms. We have increased the footfall each time 

however despite advertising widely in Dawlish and on social media, more people people came from the Estuary 

villages and Teignmouth than Dawlish itself. Our next clothes swap event will take place on 4th October 2025. 

 The next Reuse Event we will be holding is a Big Dawlish Household Item Swap as a ‘give and take’. This is planned 

to take place on August 24th between 10.30 a.m and 1 p.m. People will be encouraged to bring along good quality 

items they no longer have a use for to swap for other items that take their fancy. These can be laid out on a rug or 

table. This is part of Recycle Devon’s Re-Use week 2025.  

Finally, thank you to members who took part and helped at our events, ensuring that they were successful, to our 

Treasurer: Ian Shields, our Social Media Secretary: Laura Mattison, and core group meeting members: David Bailey, 

Peter Bunyan, Melinda McDougall and Scott Williams for their commitment throughout  the past year. 

 

 



 

 

 


